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differences   between   Hindus   and   Muslims   in
religious and social outlook, in historic traditions
and culture go as deep, if not  deeper,  as   any
similar difference m Europe.'   Mr. Amery admits
differences in historic tradition.    It,  therefore,
passes one's understanding as to which is that
history which Mr. Amery regards as common to
all the peoples of India.   The truth of the matter
is that almost all the victories and defeats in the
long annals of Hindu-Muslim relations in India
overlap.    The victory of one has been the defeat
of the other; the hero of one is the villain of the
other.   The Muslims came into this country as
conquerors   and ruled it for    well-nigh   eight
hundred years.   The traces of their rule are still
to be found  in various parts of  the  country.
Their administrative traditions have left a deep
impression on the British administrative system
prevailing in  India to-day.   They   have    every
reason to feel proud  of their contributions to
the progress, development and prosperity of the
peoples of India as a whole.   The present genera-
tions of Muslims have indented from their for-
bears their administrative  genius  and   abilities
as   also their traditions  of just, impartial and
beneficent rule.   The  claim is justified by  the
record of work of Muslim officers and ministers
both in British Indian provinces and Indian states,
Does it not redound to the credit of Muslims that